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Children and Young People Board – Report from Cllr Anntoinette 

Bramble (Chair)  
 

Children and Young People Board 

1. At the Board meeting on 7 June, I was delighted to welcome three representatives from the 

UK Youth Parliament, who informed the Board about the nationwide “Make Your Mark” 

survey of young people which reveals young people’s current priorities. We also discussed 

the best ways in which to engage children and young people in policy development. These 

discussions will inform the Board’s priorities for next year. 

Ukraine 

2. On 7 June, I met with the Refugees Minister Lord Harrington to discuss plans to extend the 

Homes for Ukraine scheme to unaccompanied minors. In this discussion, I emphasised the 

importance of a child’s best interests being paramount in all decision-making. This meeting 

was followed by a very well attended webinar on 23 June in which the LGA was joined by 

civil servants who outlined key elements of the proposals and heard first-hand from councils 

what they needed from the Government to make such a scheme work. 

Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse 

3. On 9 June, the Board’s Vice-Chair Councillor Julie Fallon chaired a webinar for councils to 

learn more about the forthcoming final report of the Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual 

Abuse (IICSA). The webinar was attended by over 60 colleagues from local authorities and 

was an opportunity for colleagues to discuss with the Chair of the Inquiry, Professor Alexis 

Jay, some of the learning from the Inquiry. 

LGA Annual Conference 

4. Councillor Lucy Nethsingha, Vice-Chair of the Board, chaired a session at annual 

conference focussed on improving outcomes for children with special educational needs. 

She was joined by Mrunal Sisodia OBE, Co-Chair of the National Network of Parent-Carer 

Forums and Edwina Grant OBE, Executive Director of Education and Children’s Services at 

Lancashire County Council and Chair of the ADCS Health, Care and Additional Needs 

Committee, for a wide-ranging discussion on the proposals in the Government’s SEND 

Green Paper. It was extremely positive to see so many councillors and officers at this 

session, with a lively discussion at the end demonstrating how vital proposed reforms will be 

to improving children’s outcomes. 

 

5. We were also pleased to welcome Luke Rogers BEM from The Care Leaders, a lived-

experience leader who discussed with delegates how to embed corporate parenting across 

the council, in particular in relation to improving foster care. Luke gave delegates a range of 

practical actions to take back to their councils to drive improvements, based on his extensive 

work with local authorities and the expertise of those with care experience. 
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Engaging children and young people 

 

6. We have published a series of case studies looking at the different ways in which councils 

are engaging children and young people in policy development. 

 

Children’s Leadership Essentials 

 

7. I chaired our most recent Children’s Leadership Essentials course that took place on the 12th 

and 13th July. Attendees had the opportunity to discuss a number of topics including the use 

of data, an effective Lead Member/Director of Children’s Services relationship, the council 

role in schools and effective multi-agency safeguarding arrangements. 
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